
SUSTAINABLITY    

in ALBANY



Sustainability is making choices that are:

1. Environmentally conscious;

2. Economically sound; and that

3. Encourage social equity.

Taking action to develop LONG TERM strategies 

that recognize the limits on our natural resources 

for sustaining life.

Sustainable Communities

Economic

Social

Environment



»Refuse/Reduce/Reuse/Recycle

»Energy Conservation ð
buildings/transport/lifestyle

»Water & Resource Efficiency

»Environmental Quality

»Community ðlivability, culture, arts, 
equity, diversity, housing and 
transportation choices, healthy 
economy

»Ecosystems, Food and Agriculture

Areas of Sustainability



City of Albany

»Reuse of biosolids on local farms

»Reuse wood chips on paths and as mulch

»Reduce paper by increasing electronic 

documents ðcommission packets, electronic 

plans/permitting Increase use of recycled 

products

»Recycling at events

»Sustainable purchasing policies integrate fiscal 

responsibility, social equity, community and 

environmental stewardship (toxicity, pollutants, 

energy consumption, greenhouse gas emissions).   



City Hydro Power ð2.8million kWhr/yr

Water Treatment Plant 

Fish screens 

and fish 

ladders 

around the 

facility to 
improve fish 
passage



in 2009 and in 2013 (paid by Energy Trust). 

City completed audit recommendations :

»Replace light bulbs

»Power management implemented on 

all City network computers

»Use virtual servers instead of physical 

where appropriate to lessen power and 

cooling requirements

»Hybrid vehicles for Public Works & Police

Energy Audits of Facilities

City of Albany



Electricity: Natural Gas:



City of Albany

New facilities 

are energy 

efficient. 



Talking Water Gardens
Å Pre-treatment program. The system has more than twice the 

natural resource value of conventional alternatives.

Å A living laboratory, a conservation area for habitat of native 

species, and a recreational amenity.

Water Quality



Environment, Open Space, Habitat Restoration

Talking Water Garden s



Water Quality 

Stormwater facilities and management plans  

Å Stormwater facilities - vegetated planters, 

swales, green roofs, rain gardens filter 

pollutants from rain water, slow runoff

Å Trees and landscapes reduce flood and 

water pollution, provide habitat

ÅWater efficient planting and irrigation ð

controls in parks and rights of way

Å Erosion and sediment control programs


